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Ail Armistice for the Seal-controvers j. 


I). A. LIOHTY. 

This call is not made becaue* the subject is ex- 
hausted; but because o( random firing — the (sari ul 
waste ot a i ii mil nil ion and danger to the innocent 
spectator. 

. After reading and critically Btndying the various 
articles pro and oon, I have about conel tided that, 
comparatively few theologians of the present day 
arc competent to draw anything like a logical and 
conclusive conception of the proper and intrinsic 
nature of the human Soul. 

Now let us see il we can not establish a sure 
starting point, behind which we need not go for tes- 
timony. 

Webster defines ton I as follows— "The spiritual, 
rational, and immortal part in man." Now in all 
candor, why should the world-renowned lexicog- 
rapher be guilty of such indiscriminate jumbling 
of word* together, and pasB it off for logical auth- 
ority ? The merest uovice in metaphysics knows 
that the soul can not comprehend man's spiritual, 
moral and physical nature. 

All Bible students and Christians admit that man 
is a complete trinity nomposed of (com. version) 
body, soul and spirit, lie may also be considered 
a dual being in the sense of materiality and imma- 
teriality — the body is material, while both soul and 
spirit are immaterial, yet at the same time as really 
substantial as the physical body. 

The old material body the tabernacle — the con- 
scions Ego occupies, we know by common consent, 
without a formal introduction ; but in the contem- 
plation ot'ths higher and nobler qualities and attri- 
butes ot our compound self-hood, we are made to 
exclaim with the Apostle "great is the mystery of 
Godliness, 

If you mean to say, the soul is the man and the 
man is the physical organism — you may prove by 
every grave-yard in the land, that the soul is mor- 
tal. The mortality of the body is not in dispute. 
Remember this discussion has nothing to do with 
the body or spirit as to their mortality. 

The question is.lRt, what is soul? 2nd, is the soul 
mortal or immortal? Such testimony as The soul 
that sinneth it shall die, &c.,must be ruled out, as 
this is just another name for the compound being, 
lor a body without soul can not sin — neither can 
the soul or spirit sin without a body. And inas- 
much as the Bible is array i d against itself by the 
best theologians in all ages, let us for a moment 
place uuraelf upon the block and draw our own 
conclusions. 

The first thing which confronts our investigation 
is, the material, tangible or corporeal body, the 
tabernacle in which we know, intuitively, that the 
conscious ego dwells ; next we find this body an- 
imated or quickened by an invisible, imponderable, 
active energy which we call lite ; next we discover 
an undefinable substance which we call mind. 

The sum total of our diagnosis is simply — body, 
life, and mind, or as the old school of theology is 
pleased to call it, body, soul and spirit ; but as the 
terms life and mind are synonymous with soul and 
spirit we prefer the former to the latter in this in- 
vestigation. 
This body, we know by common consent is mortal; 
is of the earth — eaithy. The lile or soul is not of the 
earth; but of God, the great illimitable, unfathomable 
inexhaustible source and fountain of life and mind, 
and, inasmuch as life, perse, is an essential proper- 
ty and attribute of, hence, co-eternal with God, 
therefore the life or soul must necessarily be immor- 
tal. 

In the creation, God makes a body and endows 
it with life and mind. In death or dissolution, the 
"body returns to dust from whence it was taken, 
and the soul, the spirit, the life and mind return to 
God who gave it". 

This is the great mystery which staggers athe- 
istic materialism. This is the Christian's hope of 
a glorious immortality. 

The soul or life, far from being but a mere sensa- 
tion or mode of motion of the brain molecules, is a 
real immaterial yet substantial entity, and in the 
scale of excellence and sublimity paramount to any 
and all of the known physical forces. 
The terms soul and spirit or life and mind 


ing i he counterpart ol the body — the immaterial, 
eve,i -conscious ego, the term soul in its fullest sense 
may be employed to designate man's immortality 
from mortality. 

I will quote a little testimony from the Bible, il- 
lustrative and corroborative of the soul's identity, 
and ol the necessity of a body to the soul's exis- 
tence in a future life. 

In 1st Cor. 15th. el. apt. we read, "But some 


wilt say, how are the dead raised up, and with 
what body do they comeV "God giveth it a body 
as it hath pleased him." 

"There are celestial bodies, and bodies terrestrial." 
"It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual 
body. There is a natural body and a spiritual 
body." 

We know that life can not exist, at least iu its 
individuality, separate and apart from a body — 
whether animal or vegetable. 

God prepared, primarily a natural body quickene t 
it by a spark of lite and as "all things are of God" 
life is ol God, and, hence, immortal as before inti- 
mated. 

Now it appears that this mortality must put on 
immortality, he, at least, who hath sown to the 
spirit, "shall of the spirit reap life everlasting.'* 
It ib not clear that a body for every individual is 
prepared, one thing is sure and that is, t be right- 
eous have the promise. This body spoken of here, 
is a spiritual body, perfectly adapted to the wants 
of the spiritual nature ot the resurrection ; hence 
the importance of acquiring, not only a good moral 
character, whil a in this probationary state . but al- 
so a good Christian character. The former will do 
well enough to live by ; but in itself is a poor con- 
solation to the soul, when our earthly house is 
shout being dissolved and we have no assurance of 
another, yea a spiritual house and an abiding one. 

We do not want to be understood to eliminate 
the natural body entirely out of the Christian's 
hope, the glorious resurrection into spiritual life ; 
but out of the natural body must come the spiritual, 
just as the new crop of wheat must come from the 
old seed. 

In conclusion. It matters little whether we have 
clear and accurate conceptions, now, as to the psy- 
chological nature of man; but what is vastly* more 
to our eternal welfare is, to know and do our whole 
duty to ourselves, to our fellow man and to our 
God. 

The finite cannot comprehend the infinite, nei- 
ther can the mortal the immortal. So we must leave 
the question as we found it — unsolved. 


Christian Assurance. 
Christian assurance is the intelligent persuasion of 
the believe)', wrought in mind and heart by the 
word and Spirit ot God ; of his acceptance in the 
beloved, as a child of God. Whether it is the 
privilege of the Christian to have the "lull assur- 
ance ol laith," as it is sometimes called, has been 
discussed by Christians for centuries. Fifty years 
ago and more it was the habit of most of our preach- 
ers and religious teachers to denounce "assurance' 
as presumption; and the best Christians had trained 
themselves to express their spiritual expectations 
by speaking of them as the "indulgence of a hope." 
Men and women who had walked with God as did 
Enoch, and whose faces Bhone with the presence of 
the Spirit, as did those of Moses and Stephen, had 
been taught and trained that it was not possible to 
know certainly that they were saved until they 
were safely in Heaven. Assurance was called pre- 
sumption; and anyone claiming or declaring that 
he was a child of God, was looked upon with sus- 
picion. In reply to' the question: "Are you a 
Christian, or a child of God ?" it would have been 
thought to be going beyond proper humility to 
answer otherwise- than by saying, "I indulge a 
hope that I am," or 'T venture to trust by the grace 
ol God that I will be saved." To-day we have uot* 
a few loud-talking Chiistiaus who seem to think 
that the sum and substance ol Christianity is to go 
about boasting of their acceptance with God, and 
talking of tho familiar intercourse which they main- 
tain with God, One would think to hear them 
talk, that in the daily communications they have 
with God, the Bible is quite a worn out and unnec- 


essary book to them. Of the two types we 
should not be used interchangeably ; yet in addreaa- I would prefer the former, though happily we aru not 


shut up to either. It is sinful to | » L-Kii me noon 
any real or fancied experience which one miy 
have had or be in present possession of, aud it is 
likewise dishonoring to God to presume to doubt 
where he has given us a "sure word'* ot promise. 

In our mind there is no question as to the fact 
that "assurance**' or the certainty of oue*s accept- 
ance with God through Jesus Christ is the priv- 
ilege of believers, and not alone the old and welt- 
grown saints who have nearly finished their pil- 
grimage, bnt of the youngest of the disciples. Our 
smallest child is as well assured of its relation to 
us as a child as our eldest. It is not a question of 
age or time, bnt one of fact. That the Bible disci- 
ples had assurance there can be no doubt. David 
while he was oft in deep spiritual distress and many 
times greatly cast down, never seems to have lost 
assurance that he was the child of God ; indeed, it 
was this assurance which almost always hel|>ed him 
out of the "holes" into which he had fallen. The 
sweetness of the twenty-third Psalm would have 
never come to us if he had sung it as some of God's 
people would have us to. I hope the Lord is my 
shepherd ; I hope I shall not want. Or ''sometimes 
I think that the Lord is my shepherd, but f would 
m*t venture to be sure of it." No; the firm and 
beautiful assurance which this Psalm breathes is 
one of its chief comforts. The Lord is my Bhep- 
herd, I shall not want." Job had assurance when 
he said "I know that my Redeemer liveth." This 
was his confession of faith and the declaration of 
his assurance. Paul had assurance when he said 
"We know that if our earthly house of this taber- 
nacle be dissolved, we have a building of God, an 
house not made by hands, eternal in the heavens." 
"Therefore we are always confident, knowing that 
whilst wo are at home in the body we are abstnt 
from the Lord," This he repeats : "We are confi- 
dent, I say." And again "I know whom I have 
trusted and am persuaded that he is able to keep 
that which I have committed to his hand against 
that day." John had assurance when he said "It 
doth not yet appear what we shall be, but we 
know that when he shall appear, we shall be like 
him, for we shall see him as he is." And again : 
"We have believed and known the love God hath 
for us." "We know that we have passed from 
death unto life." But the matter of assurance as 
a privilege to be entered into by every believer 
does not depend upon the citation of a few texts. 
It is teaching of the Scriptures, and ought to be 
the experience of every believer. 

It is scarcely creditable that God would send 
his Son into the world to redeem us, and hie Spirit 
to regenerate us, and his Word to instruct us, and 
at the same time leave the question of our relation 
to him in doubt and uncertainty. Surely, when he 
called Abraham, and made a covenant with him, 
saying: Surely blessing I will bless thee ; and mul- 
tiplying I will multiply thee, he did not design 
that Abraham should go through this world not 
daring to do more than "indulge a hope" that God 
had called him and given him an inheritance. 

"Wherein God, willing more abundantly to show 
unto the heirs of promise (all believers) the immu- 
tability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath; 
thingB in which il was impossible for God to lie, 
we might have strong consolation, who have fled 
for refuge to lay hold on the hope set before uaj; 
which hope we have as an anchor to the soul, both 
sure and steadfast™" Here we are taught clearly 
l hat assurance is the express will of God for us, 
and that that assurance rests upon his Woid and 
oath, Therefore did John conclude his gospel 
with "these are written that ye might have life 
through his name." Verily, verily I say unto 
you, He that heareth my word, and believe! h him 
that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not 
come into condemnation ; but is passed from death 
unto life." Now all these Scriptures and a thous- 
and others breathe assurance to the believers. 

But let it be remembered that assurance does 
not de|>end upon frames ol mind or feeling ol any 
kind. The title to our home does not depend upon 
the fact that we believe in it, or feel comfortable and 
happy in it, but upon the deed or will by which 
we came into possession of it. The believer's as- 
surance rests upon the finished and accepted work 
of Jesus Christ and the covenant word and oath 
of God. For any one who bus accepted Christ 
and the gift of eternal life in hia:, not to have as- 
surance is to don bt God's word, and "make God 
a liar, because he hath not believed the record that 
God gave of his Son." "These things have I writ- 
ten unto you that ye may know that ye have eter- 
nal life, even unto you that believe cm the name of 
the Son of God." 1 John 5, 9 : 13. — Independent. 


